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From Hollywood into History:
The 2016 U.S. Olympic Marathon Trials

in Los Angeles
Ú Iconic course options, starting at historic Grauman’s Chinese Theater on Hollywood

Boulevard (courses 1-3), or at famed Dodger Stadium:
    

(1) Moving east through the heart of Hollywood, into downtown Los Angeles and
finishing at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, or

    

(2) Heading north toward Universal Studios, then hugging parklands along the Los
Angeles River, through the Los Angeles Zoo and finishing in Griffith Park, or

  

(3) Combining two of America’s most famous thoroughfares – Hollywood and
Sunset Boulevards - on a loop course beneath the Hollywood sign, or

  

(4) Starting at Dodger Stadium, then winding through Chinatown, past Olvera
Street, downtown, L.A. LIVE and finishing at the Coliseum. 

Ú Strong history of excellent weather on the proposed date: Saturday, March 12, 2016,
with cool, calm and dry conditions projected for a morning race.

Ú Experienced and proven infrastructure support:
  

(1) Organized by LA MARATHON LLC, which will be holding its 31st edition on
the Stadium to the Sea course on the day after (March 13) for 25,000+ entrants;

  

(2) Hotel and transportation possibilities are available both in downtown Los
Angeles and in Hollywood, as desired at USATF’s option;

  

(3) Courses are contained within the City of Los Angeles, allowing coordination
with a single police and transportation agencies;

  

(4) Exposition to be located at the massive Los Angeles Convention Center, with
excellent media support, parking and restaurant facilities.

Ú Pacific Standard Time start allows maximum television exposure: mid-day in the
Eastern U.S., mid-afternoon in Asia and prime-time in western and central Europe.

Ú In a city of mega-events, we would be pleased to host both the men’s and women’s
race in a single day, or will accept either the men’s or women’s race as a separate
event, as desired by USATF.
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II. OUR BID

There is no place quite like Los Angeles. The only American city to ever host two Olympic
Games and with more national- and world-championship teams than any other, it’s a magnet
for major events of all kinds, including major track & field competitions including, but not
limited to:

C Games of the Xth Olympiad: 1932.
  

C Games of the XXIIIrd Olympiad: 1984.
 

C United States Olympic Track & Field Trials in 1952, 1956, 1964 (men) and 1984 (men
and women).

 

C AAU/TAC/USATF Championships in 1921 (in Pasadena), 1952 (Long Beach) and 1974
for men; 1962 and 1970 for women, and 1976, 1977, 1978, 1979 (Walnut), 1980 (Walnut),
1990 (Cerritos)  and 2005 (Carson) for both men and women.

 

C NCAA Championships in 1934, 1939, 1949 and 1955, for men (women’s competition
began in 1982).

 

C AIAW Championships in 1977, for women.

It was the great success of the 1984 Olympic Games which inspired legendary Los Angeles
Mayor Tom Bradley to create a city-wide marathon, which was first run in 1986, setting a
then-world record for the most registrants ever in a first-time marathon at 10,787.

The race has played host to multiple Olympic Trials and World Championships Trials races
for many nations, beginning with the third race in 1988 and continuing to today.

Los Angeles has been the many-times site of the Academy, Emmy and Grammy Awards,
political conventions and major sporting extravaganzas such as the FIFA World Cup, World
Series, Super Bowl, NBA Finals, NHL (Stanley Cup) Finals, the MLS Cup and many others.

With this history behind us, LA MARATHON LLC is proud to bid to host the 2016 United
States Olympic Marathon Trials in Los Angeles, on Saturday, March 12, 2016. This will
precede the 31st running of the LA Marathon itself on Sunday, March 13 on the famed
Stadium to the Sea course from Dodger Stadium to Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica.
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Because of the worldwide fame that Los Angeles has achieved as a creative and sporting
center, our bid showcases the iconic Hollywood area, especially Hollywood Boulevard and
offers a unique set of course options to the USATF. Choose from a historic course from (1)
Grauman’s Chinese Theater in Hollywood looping through downtown Los Angeles and
ending at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, (2) an only-in-L.A. loop course which travels
north from Hollywood past Universal Studios and the Warner Bros. Studios, winds through
the Los Angeles Zoo and ends in Griffith Park, or (3) a multi-loop course on two of
America’s most famous streets: Hollywood Boulevard and Sunset Boulevard.

A fourth option begins, as does the Stadium to the Sea course, at beautiful Dodger Stadium,
then winds through Chinatown, passes Olvera Street – birthplace of Los Angeles – ands
then joins the Course 1 path past L.A. LIVE on the way to finish at the Memorial Coliseum.

In all cases, excellent support services are available with athlete and officials housing in either
downtown Los Angeles or in Hollywood (depending on the route chosen), the Los Angeles
Convention Center for the race exposition (with plenty of restaurant and entertainment
options next door at L.A. Live) and media facilities and excellent spectator access to each of
the courses.

All of the proposed courses are completely within the city of Los Angeles, allowing
coordination with a single city’s police, fire, building services, parks and recreation and
transit departments, with whom the LA MARATHON LLC staff are well familiar.

In Los Angeles, the bigger the event, the better we like it. Thus, we would be delighted to
organize both the men’s and women’s Olympic Trials races in 2016. Both will benefit from
excellent weather conditions: average lows of 53 degrees and average highs of just 70 degrees
over the past 30 years on March 12, with negligible average winds of 1.5 miles per hour.

We would additionally move our annual 5K run, usually held on the day prior to the LA
Marathon, from Dodger Stadium to the Los Angeles Convention Center area in conjunction
with the Olympic Marathon Trials. On that evening, or the evening prior, a special gala is
planned to honor Joan Benoit Samuelson’s Olympic marathon triumph in Los Angeles in
1984 during the inaugural Olympic marathon race for women, with Deena Kastor as a host.

We look forward to these events and much more, and invite you to select Los Angeles as the
site for the 2016 U.S. Olympic Trials Marathon.
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III. THE COURSES

A. Icons of Los Angeles

As professional marathoning has evolved, the checklist for success has gone well beyond the
core needs of the athletes competing, to include compelling visuals and interesting sidelights
that make a simple race more of an “event.”

In order to provide excellent flexibility for USATF, the competing athletes and the television
partners, four different marathon routes are offered, each with a different emphasis and feel,
but all fairly flat and easy to traverse, compact enough to be secured and which will work in
harmony with the surrounding communities. All can be further tailored to meet specified
needs of the stakeholders as developed in the organizing period.

With Los Angeles’s outstanding history as the creative and sporting center of America, the
courses showcase some of the best-known “Icons of Los Angeles” including, but not limited
to these gems from our projected route options:

World-famous Grauman’s Chinese Theater on Hollywood
Boulevard, projected as the start for courses 1-3.
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Course 1: L.A. LIVE, home of the Los Angeles Convention
Center, Staples Center and the J.W. Marriott-Ritz-Carlton Los

Angeles (a proposed headquarters hotel) in the center.

Course 1: Entrance to the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum,
site of the proposed finish of the race.
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Course 2: Universal Studios, owned by NBC/Universal;
the proposed could be arranged to run through it!

Course 2: The unforgettable flamingos at the entrance to the
Los Angeles Zoo.
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Course 3: The Hollywood Sign will be in constant view from
both Hollywood and Sunset Boulevards during the race.

Course 3: The Hollywood Walk of Fame runs along much of the
course, joining the stars, runners and spectators in one event.
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Course 4: Beautiful Dodger Stadium, currently the start of the
Asics LA Marathon, proposed as the Marathon Trials start.

Course 4: Historic Olvera Street – El Pueblo de Los Angeles – a
highlight of the route through downtown toward the Coliseum.
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Race times on all of the courses could be quite fast, given that there are only modest rises in
elevation on all four proposed routes. Of course, it’s impossible to know what strategies the
competitors will undertake in a race without pacesetters, but the street quality will be
excellent and all four courses are in the middle of heavily populated areas, assuring plenty of
spectator interest. As noted in the next section, weather in Los Angeles in March is generally
quite cool in the mornings – perfect for road racing – and rain is very rarely seen during this
time of the year.

B. Course 1: Hollywood to the Coliseum
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This course begins at Grauman’s Chinese Theater on Hollywood Boulevard, then runs down
Highland Avenue through an elegant neighborhood with tree-lined median strips for three
miles to Olympic Boulevard (named for the 1932 Games), through the Koreatown section of
Los Angeles into downtown, a five-mile segment.

The route then becomes a two-loop course through the heart of downtown Los Angeles, on
Figueroa and Flower Streets, passing L.A. LIVE, heading through the financial district,
passing Bertram Goodhue’s celebrated Los Angeles Central Library and the U.S. Bank
Tower, at 1,017 feet, the tallest building west of the Mississippi River. The course loops
around the University of Southern California and the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum
before finishing inside the Coliseum itself, just as Joan Benoit and Carlos Lopes did in 1984.
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The loop and finish in and around the Coliseum are shown here:
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The course begins at 420 ft. elevation, then runs downhill for 4½ miles, with a slow, rolling
rise of ~125 feet between miles 5 and 9. The only rises in the last half of the race are in miles
15 and 23 downtown, each not more than 125 feet in all, with a flat race to the finish over
the final three miles. Essentially a flat course, with two modest hills.

C. Course 2: Hollywood to Griffith Park
  

Course no. 2 is a scenic and thoroughly unusual marathon course, emphasizing Los
Angeles’s giant (4,096-acre) Griffith Park, with significant parklands, landmarks and both
Universal Studios and the Los Angeles Zoo along the way!
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Beginning once again from Grauman’s Chinese Theater on Hollywood Boulevard, this
course runs north onto Highland Avenue, passing the world-famous Hollywood Bowl.
Heading north, the runners will move onto Cahuenga Boulevard, pass Lake Hollywood and
move onto Barham Boulevard, adjacent to Universal City at the 2½ mile mark.

At this point, the course could move – if NBC felt it worthwhile – into the Universal Studios
Hollywood Park and/or the adjacent CityWalk entertainment center, certainly a first for an
Olympic marathon qualifier!

Once past Universal City, the course hugs the revitalized Los Angeles River, which is being
revived from a simple flood control channel into a multi-venue recreational facility.
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The course runs east along green space on Forest Lawn Drive and begins a long loop which
breezes into Griffith Park, past the Autry National Center (including the Western Heritage
Museum), in and around the Los Angeles Zoo on Zoo Drive, between the Harding and
Wilson Golf Courses and finishes at the eastern edge of the park at Crystal Springs Drive
and Los Feliz Boulevard.

If desired, the course could be routed to run through the Los Angeles Zoo and/or on either
or both of the Griffith Park golf courses (each about 7,000 yards in length). 

There’s no doubt that this route would be one of the most scenic and green of any marathon
course in the world, with options – at Universal City and the L.A. Zoo – that could make it
truly unforgettable.

Elevations on the course are essentially flat except for the first four miles, with a climb up
Highland, Cahuenga and Barham of 380 feet between 0.5 and 2.0 miles. After a short
descent and ascent of about 25 feet during mile 3, the course runs downhill before flattening
by the 4-mile point. The remaining 22+ miles features two loops of rolling terrain with rises
of no more than 80-120 feet, with the last two miles mostly in descent.
     

   
This course does entail some additional organizational effort, as Universal City is outside the
City of Los Angeles and is part of the County of Los Angeles, a separate governmental (and
policing) entity. However, it should be noted that the LA Marathon was started at Universal
Studios in 2007 and 2008 without incident, finishing in downtown Los Angeles. 

D. Course 3: Hooray for Hollywood!

Sometimes the best route is the simplest: that’s the concept behind our third course offering,
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a 5½-mile back-and-fourth course on Hollywood Boulevard running east onto Sunset
Boulevard and turning at Silver Lake Boulevard.

The route begins, of course, at Grauman’s Chinese Theater, then runs due east on
Hollywood Boulevard, past Hollywood & Highland (home of the Academy Awards at the
Dolby Theater), Hollywood & Vine (and the Capitol Records Building), and Barnsdall Art
Park before moving onto Sunset Boulevard at Vermont Avenue near the end of mile 3.

The course returns west to the 9-mile and 18-mile markers near Hollywood & Highland, and
reached the eastern end on Sunset again near miles 13 and 22 before returning on
Hollywood to finish at Hollywood and Vine.
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If desired, a combined start/finish line could be arranged near Hollywood & Highland, just
steps from the proposed headquarters hotel for this course, the Loews Hollywood Hotel.

This is a flat course, with no hills and modest dips (and rises) of 45-60 feet between miles 3-
6, 12-15 and 20-23 on the Sunset Boulevard portion of the route.  The Hollywood Boulevard
section is essentially flat:

This route is by far the most compact and easiest to traverse and would have the least impact
on the surrounding communities. It is probably the fastest under normal conditions, but is
also, however, the least interesting visually.

E. Dodger Stadium through Downtown

Course 4 marries two traditional L.A. Marathon routes: the current start at Dodger Stadium,
moving through Chinatown, past Olvera Street and El Pueblo de Los Angeles – the city’s
original settlement area from 1781 – into the downtown financial district, but then finishing
at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, the end point of the original LA Marathon course.

The majority of this route uses the Course 1 loop on Figueroa and Flower Streets and simply
replaces the initial run from Hollywood into downtown with the start at Dodger Stadium. It
would be an attractive course from a traffic management standpoint, as the heavily-
populated mid-City area would be avoided and would be compact and easy to manage for
the television broadcast producers.

Moreover, this route adds a significant number of visual icons – Sunset Boulevard (historic
Route 66), the Chinatown Gate and Olvera Street – adding to the appeal for television
viewers and spectators.
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As shown by the elevation chart above, this is essentially a downhill course with only three
minor rises on the Figueroa & Flower loops and could be blazing fast if a strong pace is set.
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The 2011 LA Marathon race, on the more difficult Stadium to the Sea course, was
accompanied by heavy rains and headwinds in Santa Monica; winner and race-record setter
Markos Geneti of Ethiopia ran 2:06:35, but with calmer conditions, would have finished
from 2:04:50-2:05:35.

A closer look at the seven-mile “front end” of the race shows the initial movement out of
Dodger Stadium, onto Sunset Boulevard into Chinatown, winding around the El Pueblo de
Los Angeles historical site before joining the Figueroa & Flower loop in downtown Los
Angeles:
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F. Finish options

As noted, three of our four proposed courses begin at Grauman’s Chinese Theater, empha-
sizing its iconic standing as a Los Angeles attraction, but none of the courses finish there.

This is because there is little room to create a large spectator finishing area on Hollywood
Boulevard, which is always jammed with tourists on the weekends; the street itself is not
more than 100 feet wide. Grandstands for Academy Awards “red carpet” arrivals at
Hollywood & Highland usually accommodate no more than about 700.

If a combined start and finish location is preferred, similar to the envisioned use of the
Sambadrome parade ground in Rio de Janeiro for the 2016 Olympic Games, the loop
structure of course 1 could be adjusted to allow for this, with the start and finish of the race
in the Coliseum.

The possibilities for a start/finish area with grandstands along course 2 could be arranged at
Universal Studios, or at the massive L.A. Zoo parking lots.

Course 4 offers, of course, outstanding seating possibilities at the beginning and end of the
race, at two of L.A.’s most famous stadia: Dodger Stadium and the Coliseum.
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IV. RACE AMENITIES

A. Athlete and officials housing and transport

Multiple options are available for athlete and officials housing in Los Angeles, convenient to
all four proposed courses.

C If a location close to downtown Los Angeles (and the expo site as well as the Coliseum)
is preferred, the highly-regarded J.W. Marriott L.A. LIVE and Ritz-Carlton Los Angeles
tower on the L.A. LIVE grounds offers excellent accommodations and support areas:

Proposed Headquarters Hotel Rooms Meeting Space

J.W. Marriott L.A. LIVE
Ritz-Carlton Los Angeles
(same building; opened 2010)

878
123

(1,001 total)

100,000+ s.f.

There are multiple additional hotels across the street from L.A. LIVE for family, guests
and media as well, including a Courtyard by Marriott (174 rooms) and a Residence Inn
(218) now under construction, as well as the Figueroa Hotel (285 rooms) and the Luxe
City Center Hotel (178).

C In the Hollywood area, the prime candidate for a headquarters hotel is the Loews
Hollywood Hotel (formerly Renaissance), a part of the Hollywood & Highland complex:

Proposed Headquarters Hotel Rooms Meeting Space

Loews Hollywood Hotel
(opened 2001)

632
(113 suites)

120,000+ s.f.

The Hollywood area is full of additional housing options, including the nearby
Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel (300 rooms; site of the first Academy Awards), Hollywood
Orchid Suites (40 suites) and many others.

The close-in nature of the hotel, Hollywood & Highland and the race start is shown in
the drawing below:
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Whether the headquarters is located downtown or in Hollywood, amenities for Olympic
Marathon Trials athletes and officials at the headquarters hotel will include:
   
C Athlete check-in and information desk
C Athlete lounge and dining room
C Athlete sports medicine and athletic training room
C LA MARATHON LLC hospitality suite
C Race information and operations office
C USATF office
C USOC office

Dedicated transportation will be provided from Los Angeles International Airport to the
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headquarters hotel as required for those athletes who provide their air travel details in
advance; transport to training areas of the course will also be provided as desired.

B. Exposition and Gala

The 2016 United States Olympic Marathon Trials exposition and fan festival is projected to
be held adjacent to the Los Angeles Convention Center at Gilbert Lindsay Plaza,
overlooking Figueroa Street along the Course 1 route in downtown Los Angeles.

Dedicated in 1995 and named for the first African-American member of the Los Angeles
City Council, Gilbert Lindsay Plaza is a five-acre landscaped pedestrian space, developed and
designed as the major outdoor amenity of the Los Angeles Convention Center expansion of
1993-94.

The Olympic Marathon Trials exposition will feature exhibit space, live interviews and
music, sports demonstrations and a giant video board, operated on the same schedule of the
LA Marathon Exposition, which will be located inside the Convention Center.

Exhibition space in this area will be available as needed for USATF’s own displays (as
required) and will be available to the United States Olympic Committee and other affiliates
as mutually agreed between USATF and LA MARATHON LLC.

The LA Marathon’s annual pre-race 5K race, which attracted 3,603 runners in 2013, will be
held in conjunction with the Olympic Marathon Trials Expo, with the course arranged in
and around the Convention Center and L.A. LIVE.

In addition to the Expo, we would like to salute the famed 1984 Olympic women’s marathon
– the first in Olympic history – at a special gala to be held on March 10 or 11 at the J.W.
Marriott L.A. LIVE Hotel. We have asked Olympic marathon medalist Deena Kastor to act
as a host for the evening and she has extended an invitation to 1984 gold medalist Joan
Benoit Samuelson to be the guest of honor.

All of these activities will make the downtown Los Angeles area a beehive of activity during
the week of the Olympic Marathon Trials and the LA Marathon; the close proximity of all of
these facilities – convention center, hotels and entertainment – is illustrated below:
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C. Press, Radio and Television support

One of the benefits of hosting an Olympic Marathon Trials is the media attention it brings.
For the 2016 Olympic Marathon Trials, two media support programs will be undertaken to
assist coverage prior to the race and on raceday:

C Pre-race media coverage facilities will be located at the Los Angeles Convention Center,
in the 26,342 s.f. Concourse Hall, Working facilities for up to 500 journalists will be
available in a combined workroom (with wireless Internet access) and news conference
facility, with additional, break-out rooms for television interviews also available.

C On raceday, facilities for media will be arranged close to the race finish and will depend
on the course selected:

If Courses 1 or 4 are chosen, press facilities will be available in and around the Los
Angeles Memorial Coliseum, site of the finish. The existing press box (capacity: 148+)
will be used, along with a news conference and workroom facility in the adjacent Museum
of Natural History or the Expo Center (site of the 1932 Olympic Swim Stadium).

If Course 2 is chosen, a temporary workroom and news conference area will be arranged
at the Autry National Center or the Los Angeles Zoo in Griffith Park.

If Course 3 is chosen, facilities will be arranged in the Loews Hollywood Hotel in the
Hollywood & Highland complex.

In all cases, additional facilities will be offered to photographers, including on-course
follow vehicles, a finish-line photographer’s bridge and a separate digital filing facility
offering high-speed Ethernet connections for undisturbed Internet access.

LA MARATHON LLC has excellent relationships with local broadcasters in support of its
annual race, including partnerships with NBC-owned KNBC Los Angeles (channel 4) from
2002-09 and Tribune-owned KTLA (channel 5) from 2010 forward. 

In recent years, the LA Marathon television broadcast has been produced by IMG Media,
which also produced the 2008 U.S. Olympic Marathon Trials program that was shown
nationally on NBC.
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Media facilities for the 2016 LA Marathon race will, as usual, be located at the finish area in
Santa Monica. All media accredited for the Olympic Marathon Trials will be welcome to stay
and cover the LA Marathon on Sunday, March 13.

D. Spectator access and information

All four proposed race courses offer excellent viewing locations for spectators, especially in
Hollywood, along the Los Angeles River, in popular Griffith Park and throughout
downtown Los Angeles, in and around the University of Southern California campus and the
Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum (now managed by USC).

In order to assist spectators in planning their viewing of the race, we propose to create three
aids, with the relevant permissions of USATF and the USOC:

C An easy-to-carry “speed card” with the names and numbers of all competitors,
distributed in conjunction with either a USATF, USOC or local sponsor, and
incorporating a post-race prize drawing/redemption at local retailers, encouraging post-
race recycling of the cards if not kept as souvenirs.

C A mobile app for the Android and Apple formats, which would incorporate live traffic
and parking information, and a list of competitors.

C If no national radio broadcast is available, a local radiocast of the event can be extremely
helpful in keeping spectators up to date as to traffic issues and the race progress. The LA
Marathon has benefitted from such broadcasts (produced by Monarch Sports) since their
inception locally in 2009.

E. Marketing, advertising and promotion

LA Marathon LLC plans to launch a robust national and local advertising campaign in
support of the Olympic Marathon Trials that will include television, print, digital, and out of
home advertising components:

C The print elements will include advertising placements in Runner’s World, Running Times,
the Los Angeles Times and other key national publications.   
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C The key digital element will be launched by partnering with Interpolls, which is the
pioneer and leader in rich media and next-generation advertising technologies. The digital
campaign will be highly interactive and include video, poll questions and survey
questions. In both size and intensity, it will be one of the first of its kind for the running
community.  

C The out-of-home advertising campaign will consist of bus shelters, bus backs, street pole
banners and billboards which will be placed throughout the Los Angeles area with a focus
surrounding the course.  

Our promotional plan includes customized activations promoting the Olympic Marathon
Trials on the LA Marathon Web site and through social media during the 2014, 2015 and
2016 LA Marathon race cycles.  The campaign will be launched upon the announcement of
Olympic Marathon Trials being awarded to us and continue through March 2016. 

F. Support for the Environment

Since taking ownership of the race in 2009, LA MARATHON LLC has helped to pioneer a
responsible approach to environmental impact in road running. It was one of the first
marathon organizers in the nation to receive certification from the Council for Responsible
Sport (ReSport).

The CRS certification includes measurements in six categories: climate, community and
outreach, equipment and materials, health promotion, innovation and waste management.
For each edition of the LA Marathon from 2009 on, a specially-recruited team of eco-
volunteers sweep the start area, course and finish area, collecting recyclable materials.

In addition, recyclable water cups are used, properly sized to reduce the wasting of water,
and collected for post-race use in energy creation. Tons of paper waste has been eliminated
by the introduction of online coupon offers for runners, and the plastic gear-check bags and
mylar blankets used are recycled.

All of these techniques will be extended to the Olympic Marathon Trials.

G. Visual aids
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As Los Angeles is one of the world’s most renowned creative centers, we would like to
introduce a unique visual element into the event, using street decals and street drawings by
local artists and children.

Given the small number of runners in the Olympic Marathon Trials races, street-side
drawings with encouraging messages can be created once the streets are closed, late in the
evening prior to the race. In addition to the usual side-of-the-street mile markers, street
decals can be laid down to indicate the mile and include logos such as those of the USATF,
USOC, Rio 2016 and the Olympic Rings.

This will not only be of assistance to the runners, but also to television viewers worldwide.

H. Weather

Los Angeles is justly famous for its weather and our temperate March climate will work to
the advantage of the 2016 Olympic Marathon Trials participants, as shown in the tables
below for the two weeks prior and after the proposed March 12 date:

(Note on data sources: Temperature data from NOAA [National Climatic Data Center] records
for downtown Los Angeles and Intellicast.com historical tables; average temperature and
precipitation data use 30-year averages; historical highs and lows are from records kept from
1988-present.)

Date

Avg.
High

Temp.

Avg.
Low

Temp.

All-time
High

Temp.

All-time
Low

Temp.

Daily
Avg.

Precip.

All-time
High

Precip.

All-time
Low

Precip.

Feb 27 69.4 52.0 86 (1992) 38 (1894) 0.12 2.17 (1991) 0 (many)

Feb 28 69.4 52.0 88 (1901) 39 (1962) 0.11 2.85 (1938) 0 (many)

Feb 29 69.5 52.1 83 (1936) 41 (1948) 0.11 0.63 (1956) 0 (many)

Mar 01 69.5 53.1 88 (1967) 39 (1945) 0.11 3.42 (1983) 0 (many)

Mar 02 69.5 53.1 87 (1994) 37 (1979) 0.11 5.88 (1938) 0 (many)

Mar 03 69.5 53.2 85 (1931) 39 (1976) 0.11 3.12 (1943) 0 (many)

= 38 =



Proposal to Host the
2016 United States Olympic Marathon Trials

in Los Angeles
  

Date

Avg.
High

Temp.

Avg.
Low

Temp.

All-time
High

Temp.

All-time
Low

Temp.

Daily
Avg.

Precip.

All-time
High

Precip.

All-time
Low

Precip.

Mar 04 69.7 53.2 94 (1972) 35 (1976) 0.11 2.54 (1978) 0 (many)

Mar 05 69.8 53.3 84 (2007) 40 (1945) 0.10 1.98 (1884) 0 (many)

Mar 06 69.8 53.4 89 (1993) 40 (1976) 0.10 0.88 (1884) 0 (many)

Mar 07 69.9 53.4 87 (2004) 42 (1976) 0.10 2.52 (1952) 0 (many)

Mar 08 70.0 53.5 93 (2004) 42 (1952) 0.09 1.71 (1968) 0 (many)

Mar 09 70.0 53.6 90 (1934) 40 (1952) 0.09 2.67 (1884) 0 (many)

Mar 10 70.1 53.6 92 (1997) 41 (1962) 0.09 2.24 (1995) 0 (many)

Mar 11 70.1 53.7 92 (2007) 41 (1969) 0.09 1.45 (1995) 0 (many)

Mar 12 70.1 52.7 93 (2007) 39 (2006) 0.09 1.44 (1912) 0 (many)

Mar 13 70.2 52.9 89 (1994) 41 (2006) 0.08 2.23 (1889) 0 (many)

Mar 14 70.2 52.9 88 (1951) 41 (1975) 0.09 1.74 (1930) 0 (many)

Mar 15 70.3 52.9 85 (1978) 40 (1942) 0.08 2.03 (1952) 0 (many)

Mar 16 70.5 53.0 91 (1914) 41 (1991) 0.07 2.53 (1889) 0 (many)

Mar 17 70.7 53.1 94 (1914) 41 (1979) 0.07 1.28 (1982) 0 (many)

Mar 18 70.7 53.1 87 (1997) 42 (1982) 0.07 1.03 (1991) 0 (many)

Mar 19 70.8 53.2 97 (1997) 40 (1982) 0.07 1.45 (1991) 0 (many)

Mar 20 70.9 53.3 93 (1997) 42 (1982) 0.06 2.42 (2011) 0 (many)

Mar 21 71.0 53.3 93 (1931) 42 (1948) 0.06 1.34 (1893) 0 (many)

Mar 22 71.1 53.4 88 (1986) 41 (1987) 0.06 1.11 (1975) 0 (many)

Mar 23 71.1 53.5 88 (1926) 39 (1913) 0.06 2.08 (1904) 0 (many)

Mar 24 71.1 53.5 94 (1988) 40 (1929) 0.06 1.39 (1948) 0 (many)

Mar 25 71.1 53.6 96 (1988) 40 (1907) 0.06 2.19 (1903) 0 (many)
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Date

Avg.
High

Temp.

Avg.
Low

Temp.

All-time
High

Temp.

All-time
Low

Temp.

Daily
Avg.

Precip.

All-time
High

Precip.

All-time
Low

Precip.

Mar 26 71.2 53.6 98 (1988) 40 (1907) 0.06 1.53 (1906) 0 (many)

(Note on data sources: Wind speed and humidity data are 10-year compilations from NOAA
[National Climatic Data Center] records; humidity data was compiled from 10-year hourly
observations from 7 a..m. to 1 p.m. daily on each date. Air quality data was obtained from
South Coast Air Quality Management District data for Central Los Angeles regarding Stage 1
Health Advisories from 2001-11; no pollen data for Los Angeles County was available.)

Date

Avg.
Wind
Speed

Avg.
Relative
Humidity

Highest
Humidity

(7 am-1 pm)

Lowest
Humidity

(7 am-1 pm)

Air Quality
Health

Advisories
Pollen
Count

Feb 27 1.8 mph 48.4% 90 (2010) 8 (2013) 0 n/a

Feb 28 2.1 44.6% 96 (2006) 6 (2013) 0 n/a

Feb 29 1.6 62.8% 77 (2008) 48 (2012) 0 n/a

Mar 01 1.6 50.7% 86 (twice) 6 (2013) 0 n/a

Mar 02 1.2 48.4% 86 (twice) 9 (2013) 0 n/a

Mar 03 1.3 52.0% 96 (2011) 12 (twice) 0 n/a

Mar 04 1.7 53.8% 100 (2005) 7 (2007) 0 n/a

Mar 05 1.6 48.4% 90 (2005) 6 (2007) 0 n/a

Mar 06 1.9 57.0% 90 (2005) 16 (2008) 0 n/a

Mar 07 2.4 52.2% 96 (2006) 11 (2012) 0 n/a

Mar 08 1.9 54.1% 90 (2005) 11 (2012) 0 n/a

Mar 09 2.0 51.0% 96 (2005) 8 (2012) 0 n/a

Mar 10 1.9 48.6% 93 (2005) 14 (2008) 0 n/a

Mar 11 1.6 50.6% 93 (2005) 10 (2007) 0 n/a
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Date

Avg.
Wind
Speed

Avg.
Relative
Humidity

Highest
Humidity

(7 am-1 pm)

Lowest
Humidity

(7 am-1 pm)

Air Quality
Health

Advisories
Pollen
Count

Mar 12 1.5 52.3% 93 (2005) 8 (2007) 0 n/a

Mar 13 1.4 60.5% 90 (2008) 24 (2013) 0 n/a

Mar 14 1.5 60.7% 100 (2013) 26 (2010) 0 n/a

Mar 15 1.6 55.6% 93 (2013) 13 (2010) 0 n/a

Mar 16 1.8 53.2% 90 (twice) 13 (2010) 0 n/a

Mar 17 2.0 55.8% 96 (2012) 9 (2008) 0 n/a

Mar 18 2.1 58.4% 90 (2005) 26 (2008) 0 n/a

Mar 19 1.7 64.3% 96 (2005) 27 (2012) 0 n/a

Mar 20 2.4 62.5% 100 (2005) 27 (2010) 0 n/a

Mar 21 1.6 55.6% 89 (2011) 26 (2008) 0 n/a

Mar 22 2.3 53.9% 90 (2005) 12 (2008) 0 n/a

Mar 23 2.3 47.7% 86 (twice) 9 (2008) 0 n/a

Mar 24 1.5 49.0% 83 (2013) 11 (2009) 0 n/a

Mar 25 2.1 62.4% 100 (2013) 16 (2009) 0 n/a

Mar 26 1.8 62.2% 86 (twice) 30 (2005) 0 n/a

Saturday, March 12, 2016:
  

Sunrise: 6:06 a.m. C Sunset: 5:59 p.m.
  

(Pacific Standard Time; Daylight Savings Time begins 2 a.m. on March 13)
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V. RACE REQUIREMENTS

Please find the following required documents, as requested:

A. Letter of agreement as submitted by USA Track & Field, and signed by Tracey
Russell, LA MARATHON LLC Chief Executive Officer (5 pages).

B. Acknowledgment and Agreement addendum, as submitted by USA Track & Field,
and signed by Tracey Russell, LA MARATHON LLC Chief Executive Officer (1
page).

C. Proposed budget for hosting of the 2016 United States Olympic Marathon Trials,
by LA MARATHON LLC (2 pages).
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C. Proposed budget (as of 7 August 2013)  

Item Amount Description

= REVENUES =

Planned revenue sources for the Olympic Marathon Trials would include financial support through VIP
ticket packages, local corporate support, possible USOC sponsorships and an investment from the LA
Marathon LLC to cover any remaining expenses of hosting the Trials. 

= EXPENSES =

Athlete support: $
. Athlete airfare
. Athlete accommodations
. Athlete per diem
. Athlete prize purse
. Athlete & Officials hospitality
. Athlete & Officials medical
. Athlete & Officials transport
. Athlete & Officials mementos

86,250
59,000
48,000

500,000
265,000
35,000
45,000
83,600

Assumed for 115 "A"-standard qualifiers
Assumed for 115 "A"-standard qualifiers
Assumed $40 x 400 payees x 3 days each
Men & women: $250,000 each; subject to increase
Pre-race gala, suites at Expo, start and finish lines
Ambulances on-course and tents at start and finish
Airport and in-town shuttles and equipment vans
Gift pack for athletes, officials and sponsors

Course support: $
. Course certification
. Environmental support
. Power & sound
. Security
. Signage
. Staging & scaffolding
. Street closures & permits
. Timing

4,000
25,000
37,500

125,000
110,000
55,000

200,000
40,000

For Class A certifier (Ron Scardera)
On-course "eco team" and waste collection costs
Start, finish and on-course installations
Private and sworn officer support (LAPD)
Start, finish, on-course and street art
Start, finish and media support
Coordinated with LAPD, City parks, City transit
Start, finish, mile mats, special bibs, online links

Media support: $
. Print & photo support
. Television production

55,000
315,000

Print and photo work centers at Expo, start and finish
Locally-sourced, NBC-approved production crew

Spectator support: $
. Advertising
. Exposition
. Start/Finish Festivals

  
135,000
45,000

125,000

Promotional program: print, digital and out-of-home
Convention Center: incremental costs
Bleachers, big screens, interactive, etc. 

Operations: $ 45,000 Community notifications, credentials, printing

Staffing: $ 65,000 Temporary Trials-only staffing

USATF support: $
. Office & operations
. Rights fee

20,000
100,000

For USATF (and USOC) staff support
Per contract
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Item Amount Description

Not Yet Identified: $ 25,000 Not yet identified

Total: $ 2,648,350

Please note that all amounts shown are in 2013 dollars; this budget is reduced somewhat by
shared costs for staff and infrastructure which will be used for the 2016 Asics LA Marathon,
to be held on the day following the Olympic Marathon Trials.
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VI. STAFF AND SUPPORT

A. LA MARATHON LLC

You may select the LA MARATHON LLC team with confidence to organize the 2016
United States Olympic Marathon Trials race. 

Beginning with the record-setting first race in 1986 – the largest first-time marathon in
history up to that time – some 552,196 runners have registered for one of the nation’s largest
races each spring, with 441,239 finishers (80.0%). Over its 28 editions, the LA Marathon has
consistently ranked as one of the top-5 marathons nationally and in the top-10 worldwide in
total finishers.

The capable team behind these achievements is expanding and modernizing to bring the
event to new heights. Your leadership team for the 2016 Olympic Trials will include:

C Tracey Russell, Chief Executive Officer
Appointed as the LA Marathon's chief executive in June, Tracey Russell joins the race
after nearly two decades of successful event management experience. During her six-year
stint as Executive Director of the Atlanta Track Club, she doubled both annual
sponsorship revenues and the organization's budget, adding more than 15 new running
and youth events. The organization's largest event is the annual AJC Peachtree Road Race
held each July 4th – the world's largest 10K road race – which also incorporated the
USATF Men's and Women's 10K championship races in 2013.

Under her leadership, the ATC's membership expanded to more than 19,000 runners and
its charity and youth outreach programs were continuously enlarged. Before heading the
ATC, Russell spent 12 years with the Metropolitan Richmond Sports Backers sports
commission of Richmond, Virginia, which owns and produces 13 different sporting
events annually.

C Nick Curl, Chief Operating Officer
The steadying force in the organizational history of the LA Marathon, Nick Curl has
served as race director for 20 of its 28 editions through 2013. He also has broad
experience in marathon production in Denver, San Diego and Las Vegas, and in
triathlons and cycling races throughout California. 
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In addition to road racing, he has also served as the Vice President/Operations at the
massive Home Depot Center in Carson, California, and been the site manager for major
entertainment events including the Coachella Valley Arts & Music Festival, the
Stagecoach Country Music Festival, and Freedom Flight America festival. 

Curl serves as a national board member of Running USA.

C Stacy Embretson, Director of Operations
It’s fully fitting that a committed marathoner serves as the director of operations for the
LA Marathon, and with 44 marathons (and three Ironman Triathlons) to her credit,
there’s no race detail which Stacy Embretson has not experienced personally.

She joined the race in October 2009, after serving as Director of Race Operations for
U.S. Road Sports & Entertainment of Georgia and as Race Director of the
14,000-participant International City Bank Marathon of Long Beach, California for three
years. That event included a marathon, half marathon, bike tour, 5K and Kid's Run
combined into one day. 

In Los Angeles, she was a key designer of the Stadium to the Sea course and of the
proposed Olympic Marathon Trials courses presented in this proposal. Embretson is a
graduate of the University of Minnesota and earned a Master of Arts in Sport
Management from California State University, Long Beach.

The race attracts more than 6,000 volunteers to help support the thousands of runners who
traverse Los Angeles annually on the Stadium to the Sea course; this enthusiasm for service will
be in full force for the Olympic Marathon Trials in 2016.

B. The Los Angeles advantage

Perhaps the greatest, but most under-appreciated legacies of the 1984 Olympic Games is the
civic confidence in the organization and support of major events. Since that transformative
event held 27 summers ago, the Los Angeles area has organized itself through the formation
of the Los Angeles Sports Council, a wholly-private sector support group, and has held
successful events of every kind, including the following mega-projects:
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C 2009 World Baseball Classic
C 2009 World Figure Skating Championships
C 2006 World Baseball Classic
C 2005 World Badminton Championships
C 2004 United States Olympic Gymnastics Trials
C 2004 United States Olympic Swimming Trials
C 2003 World Gymnastics Championships
C 2003 FIFA Women’s World Cup
C 2002 U.S. Figure Skating Championships (and Olympic Trials)
C 1999 NCAA Men’s Ice Hockey Frozen Four
C 1999 FIFA Women’s World Cup
C 1994 FIFA World Cup
C 1993 Super Bowl XXVII
C 1992 NCAA Women’s Basketball Final Four
C 1992 United States Olympic Synchronized Swimming Trials
C 1991 U.S. Olympic Festival

The combined economic impact of these events exceeds $1 billion, and that total is set to
grow significantly. For example, in 2015, Los Angeles will host one of the world’s largest
sporting events, the Special Olympics Summer Games, with more than 7,000 athletes in
attendance from more than 150 nations around the world.

Sports in Los Angeles is a big business, with a total economic impact of $4.1 billion in 2012,
overall attendance of 18.5 million, and 12,935 full- and part-time employees. The magnitude
of the Marathon Trials is an excellent fit with this vibrant sector.

We invite you to join with us to hold the 2016 United States Olympic Marathon Trials in the
City of Angels. Thank you.

= 55 =








